A   NOTE   ON   PERSIAN   POETRY
NIZAMI'S DISCOURSE ON POETRY

IH Nizaml's The Chahdr Magdla (" Four Dis-
courses "), translated by Professor Edward G.
Browne, we find the Second Discourse devoted
to " The Nature of Poetry, and the Utility of the
Skilful Poet." In this interesting Discourse
Nizaml very amiably discusses the training
required to become a poet of enduring fame, and
intersperses these remarks with a number of
anecdotes, which in the main are examples of the
advantages derived from poetic improvisations
given at opportune moments before kings when
wine has gone round two or three times. Nlzaml
sums up the nature of poetry in the following
words : cc Poetry is that art whereby the poet
arranges imaginary propositions and adapts the
deductions, with the result that he can make a
little thing appear great and a great thing small,
or cause good to appear in the garb of evil and
evil in the garb of good." Nizaml denounces
the habit of giving money to old poets. He
remarks: " For one so ignoble as not to have
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